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A website 

as window and mirror 
from West to East 
and East to West
A class project.



The coming weeks the class will
to create a website that will contain:

> (interactive) animations
> short video clips

> illustrations
> photos

> text



Each medium has to follow one of the 
following formats:

> (interactive) animations:
software that can be used: 

Flash, After Affects, Premiere, 3D-Max

formats:
.flv, .swf, .mov, .MP4

size:
320 x 240 pixels

or 640 x 480 pixels



Each medium has to follow one of the 
following formats:

> short video clips
software that can be used:  

Premiere, After Affects, Final Cut, Avid, 3D-max, Maya

formats: 
.MP4, .mov, .flv

length: 
not longer than 60 seconds

size:
320 x 240 pixels



Each medium has to follow one of the 
following formats:

> illustrations
formats: . jpeg, .gif, .pdf

> photos
formats: . jpeg, .gif, .pdf

size:
maximum width: 

900 pixels 
maximum height: 

700 pixels



Each medium has to follow one of the 
following formats:

> text
formats: . jpeg, .gif, .pdf, .doc, .html

the text can be: 
quotes
slogans

short stories
interviews



A team of 3 students 
will be responsible for: 

the design
 and the building
of the website
software that can be used: 

Dreamweaver, Flash



A team of 3 students 
will be: 

the editorial team
they will collect and organize the material

from the other students



All students will contribute 
content to the website



In November
I’ll put the site online

on my own server.
It will become part of
online public space.



So.
What will this site be about?



As I said before:
A website

as window and mirror 
from West to East 
and East to West



How do we,
East and West,

look at each other?
and at the world?
How do we differ? 

How are we similar?



Typical features of a window are 
that it’s transparent, 

it offers a view of something, 
and it frames what you see.



Typical of a mirror, is that 
it shows a reflection, 

when you look in the mirror, 
you see an image of yourself.

In English the word reflect also 
means to think deeply or carefully 

about something



So this website should function
as window and mirror 

with your ideas and thoughts
about the East and West.



Sounds complicated?
It doesn’t have to be.

Important keywords to think about
 when making content for the site:



PLAY(FULNESS)
EXPERIENCE

RECOGNITION
BEHAVIOUR

COMMUNICATION



Important keywords to think about
 when designing, editing and 

building the site:



TAGGING
CATEGORIZATION

FLOWCHART
these terms I will discuss 

in more detail with the webdesign
team



The following pages
give some inspiration



EAST



WEST



Asians view the world through a 
wide-angle lens/广角镜头
[guǎngjiǎojìngtóu]



Westerners have tunnel vision/
隧道视野 [suì dào shì yě]



EAST

Like ancient Chinese philosophers, 
modern Asians are inclined to see a world of  

continuous/连续 [liánxù] 
substances/物质 [wùzhì] 



WEST

Like ancient Greek philosophers, 
modern Westerners see a world of objects – 

discrete and unconnected/分开的 [fēnkāide] 
objects/物  [wù]



Don’t be afraid of 
clichés

老生常谈 
[lǎoshēngchángtán]



Think of using 
metaphors

隐喻
[yǐnyù]



Make sure you have
fun
娱乐 
[yúlè]



OST TRIFFT WEST (EAST MEETS WEST)
http://www.typografie.de/Our-Books/Graphic-design/Yang-Liu/Ost-trifft-
West::71.html







Some book titles, suggest a specific narrative 
about modern China in the West:



China: A Journey into the Future of a Rising Power
China: Fragile Superpower
China Shakes the World: A Titan’s Rise and Troubled Future 

The Elephant and the Dragon: The Rise of India and China and 
What It Means for All of Us

Lost on Planet China: One Man’s Attempt to Understand the 
World’s Most Mystifying Nation

A Bull in China: Investing Profitably in the World’s Greatest 
Market
China, Inc.: How the Rise of the Next Superpower 
Challenges America and the World

China: The Balance Sheet: What the World Needs to Know Now About the 

Emerging Superpower



China’s Rise: Challenges and Opportunities 

When China Rules the World: The End of the Western World 

and the Birth of a New Global Order The Rise of Modern China

China’s New Confucianism: Politics and Everyday Life in a Changing 
Society

I wonder what the narrative in China is
about Western Europe?



WEEK 01
12 - 16 OCTOBER

everybody makes short animations, video, illustrations, sketches etc. 
based on the circle (East) and the line (West)

		  > 12 october: organization of website and editorial team
		  > 13 october: website and editorial team meet with me
		  > 15 october: individual feedback
		  > 16 october: show and tell, and after that individual feedback.



WEEK 02
19 - 20 OCTOBER

(there will be no class on 22-23 october)
everybody makes short animations, video, illustrations, sketches etc. 

based on the wide-angle (East) and tunnel vision(West)

		  > 19 october:	 the website and editorial team present their 
						       first ideas to the class
		  > 20 october: website and editorial team meet with me		



WEEK 03
26 - 29 OCTOBER

everybody makes short animations, video, illustrations, sketches etc. 
based on the matter (East) and object (West)

		  > 26 october: everyone shows a selection of their sketches		
		  > 27 october: website and editorial team meet with me
		  > 28 october: individual feedback
		  > 29 october: show and tell, and after that individual feedback.



WEEK 04
2-6 NOVEMBER

to be determined

		  > 2 november: –	
		  > 3 november: –
		  > 5 november: –
		  > 6 november: show and tell,



WEEK 05
9-13 NOVEMBER

website officially online

		  > 9 november: –	
		  > 10 november: –
		  > 12 november: –
		  > 13 november: show and tell



and lastly:
some examples of work of
Dutch artists/designers

who worked in China

















